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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent noise occurrence by a diffusion 
error by switching main bus output to sub-bus output when a movement 
region is detected in detecting the conspicuous color space region of a 
pseudo contour by a color detecting means. 

SOLUTION: The color detecting circuit 38 detects the color region where 
the pseudo contour is liable to appear if the pixels of input RGB signals 
exist in the region from these signals. A switch 42 selects the movement 
quantity outputted by a movement detecting circuit 40 when the detection 
signal of the value I outputted by the color detecting circuit 38 is supplied 
to a control element. The switch selects the movement quantity (fixed 
value, for example, 0) of the absence of the movement and supplies the 
same to a noise removing space filter 44 in other times, i.e., in the color 
region of blue, etc., where the pseudo contour hardly appears. A decision 
circuit 46 forms such a changeover signal as to instruct the switch 34 to 
select the main bus 30 when the movement quantity supplied from the 
noise removing space filter 44 is below the prescribed threshold and to 
instruct the switch 34 to select the sub-bus 32 when the movement 
quantity exceeds the threshold. The change over is executed by supplying 
the signal to the switch 34. 
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Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication (Kokail No. 11-085101 
(English translation of paragraph numbers [0017] to [0053]) 

[0017] 

[EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION] Figure 1 is a block diagram 
showing a first embodiment of the image processing circuit of 
the present invention. In the figure, input image signals of 
RGB colors are each supplied to a main path 30 and a sub path 
32, and also supplied to an RGB matrix circuit 36 and a color 
detection circuit 38 in a path switching control section 35. 
[0018] The main path 30 comprises a gain control circuit 30a 
and an error diffusion circuit 30b connected as shown in 
Figure 1. On the other hand, the sub path 32 comprises a 
distortion correction circuit 32a, a gain control circuit 
32b, an error diffusion circuit 32c, and a data matching 
circuit 32d. In this embodiment, it is assumed that the main 
path 30 represents 52 real gray scale levels with a 6-bit 
output. In this case, the arrangement of the light emission 
subfield periods for each luminance level of the RGB signals 
is assumed to be the same as that shown in Figure 2. 
Accordingly, the number of reproducible gray scale levels for 
each color is 52 from level 0 to level 51. 

[0019] The highest luminance level that can be displayed on 
the PDP via the main path 30 is 51 with a 6-bit output. On 
the other hand, the highest luminance level of the input 
image signal is 255 with an 8-bit input. Accordingly, the 
gain control circuit 30a multiplies the input image signal 
with a gain coefficient 51x2 8 ' 6 /255 = 204/255 . As a result of 
the multiplication with this gain coefficient, the error 
diffusion circuit 30b at the next stage can apply error 
diffusion over the entire range of the input image signal. 
The gain control circuit 32b can be constructed from a 
conventional multiplier or from a RAM, a ROM, or the like. 
[0020] By applying error diffusion to the image signal 
obtained via the gain control circuit 30a, the error 
diffusion circuit 30b simulates intermediate gray levels, 
thus creating an illusion as if the number of gray scale 
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levels had been increased. In this embodiment, since the 
number of reproducible gray scale levels in the main path 30 
is 52, the output bit count of the error diffusion circuit 
30b is 6. In this embodiment, it is assumed that the sub 
path 32 represents 9 real gray scale levels with a 4-bit 
output. In this case, the arrangement of the light emission 
subfield periods for each luminance level of the RGB signals 
is assumed to be the same as that shown in Figure 3. 
Accordingly, the number of reproducible gray scale levels for 
each color is 9 from level 0 to level 8. 

[0021] The sub path 32 can represent gray scale in 9 steps 
from 0 to 8, but the amount of luminance does not increase 
equally, but increases unequally such as 0, 1, 3, 7, 11, and 
so on. As a result, a correction that is an inverse function 
of the display characteristic after the error diffusion must 
be applied to obtain a linear display characteristic as a 
whole. In the distortion correction circuit 32a, such an 
inverse function characteristic is stored in a ROM or RAM 
table . 

[0022] The highest luminance level that can be displayed on 
the PDP via the sub path 32 is 8 with a 4-bit output. On the 
other hand, the highest luminance level of the input image 
signal is 255 with an 8-bit input. Accordingly, the gain 
control circuit 32b multiplies the input image signal with a 
gain coefficient 8x2 8 " 4 /255 = 128/255. As a result of the 
multiplication with this gain coefficient, the error 
diffusion circuit 623 at the next stage can apply error 
diffusion over the entire range of the input image signal. 
The gain control circuit 32b can be constructed from a 
conventional multiplier or from a RAM, a ROM, or the like. 
[0023] By applying error diffusion to the image signal 
obtained via the gain control circuit 32b, the error 
diffusion circuit 32c simulates intermediate gray levels, 
thus creating an illusion as if the number of gray scale 
levels had been increased. In this embodiment, since the 
number of reproducible gray scale levels in the sub path 32 
is 9, the output bit count of the error diffusion circuit 32c 
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is 4. The data matching circuit 32d is provided to match the 

luminance level in the sub path 32 to the luminance level in 

the main path 30. In the data matching circuit 32d, a table 

such as Table 1 shown below is constructed from a ROM or RAM 

table. 

[0024] 

[Table 1] 



Luminance level in sub path 


Luminance level in main path 


0 


0 


1 


1 


2 


3 


3 


7 


4 


11 


5 


19 


6 


27 


7 


39 


8 


51 



[0025] Based on the path select/switch signal supplied from 
a judging circuit 46 in the path switching control section 
35, a switch circuit 34 switches the path to be used in 
accordance with the input image signal. Accordingly, for the 
RGB signals constituting the input image signals, the path 
switching is performed for each of the R, G, and B colors 
independently of each other. Therefore, even in the case of 
the RGB signals for the same pixel, there can occur cases 
where, for example, the R signal is processed through the 
main path 30 while the G and B signals are processed through 
the sub path 32 . 

[0026] Since motion detection requires the use of a field- 
by-field memory, if the detection is to be performed for each 
of the RGB signals independently of each other, the amount of 
circuitry will increase; in this embodiment, therefore, the 
RGB signals are converted into a Y+I signal by the RGB matrix 
circuit (RGB computing means) 36. The generation equation of 
the luminance signal Y is Y = 0.30R + 0.59G + 0.11B. When 
the RGB signals for color bar display shown in Figures 4(A), 
(B), and (C) are input, the luminance signal Y is as shown in 
Figure 4(D). 

[0027] When an image is actually displayed on a PDP, a 
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moving image false contour tends to become noticeable in 
flesh-tone color areas. This is because the human eye is 
particularly sensitive to colors. In the NTSC specification 
defining a color composite signal, between the I and Q axes 
expressing color differences the I axis in the direction of 
flesh-tone color is assigned a bandwidth three times that of 
the Q axis. The color difference signal I is defined as I = 
0.60R - 0.28G - 0.32B. 

[0028] In this embodiment, motion detection is performed by 
converting the three RGB signals to the Y+I axis combining 
the luminance Y and the color difference I. The generation 
equation of the luminance Y and the color difference I can be 
considered as a vector conversion from the RGB space into the 
YIQ space, and hence Y+I = 0.90R + 0.31G - 0.2B. The 
waveform of the Y+I signal thus computed is shown in Figure 
4(E). Here, yellow and red levels close to the flesh-tone 
colors to which the human eye is sensitive are increased, 
while the blue level to which the human eye is less sensitive 
is reduced. 

[0029] The color detection circuit (color detecting means) 
38 detects a pixel from the- input RGB signals if the pixel is 
in a color region where a false contour is likely to occur. 
Figure 5 shows a block diagram of one embodiment of the color 
detection circuit 38. In the figure, selectors 51 and 52 are 
preset so as to select each individual RGB signal and a 
threshold level Tl independently of each other, and the 
signals selected here are supplied to a comparator 57. For 
example, if the selector 51 selects the R signal, and the 
selector 52 selects the threshold level Tl, the comparator 57 
outputs a high level signal as the result of the comparison 
when R < Tl, and a low level signal when R 2t Tl, and the 
output signal is supplied to a logic circuit 60. Likewise, 
selectors 53 and 54 are preset so as to select each 
individual RGB signal and a threshold level T2 independently 
of each other, and the signals selected here are compared 
with each other in a comparator 58 which supplies the result 
of the comparison to the logic circuit 60. Further, 
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selectors 55 and 56 are preset so as to select each 
individual RGB signal and a threshold level T3 independently 
of each other, and the signals selected here are compared 
with each other in a comparator 59 which supplies the result 
of the comparison to a logic circuit 61. The output of the 
logic circuit 60 is also supplied to the logic circuit 61. 
[0030] Each of the logic circuits 60 and 61 ANDs and ORs the 
two inputs supplied from the comparators or the preceding 
logic circuit, selects either the result of the ANDing or the 
result of the ORing, and outputs the selected result. Which 
result is to be selected is predetermined by a select signal. 
In this configuration, when it is detected from the RGB 
signals that the pixel is in the color space region near the 
flesh-tone color where a false contour is likely to occur, a 
detection signal of value 1 is output. 

[0031] Alternatively, the color detection circuit 28 may be 
constructed from a ROM or the like in which value 1 is 
prewritten for each of the addresses in the color space 
region near the flesh-tone color, the addresses being 
designated by high-order several bits of each of the RGB 
signals. In this case also, when it is detected from the RGB 
signals that the pixel is in the color space region near the 
flesh-tone color where a false contour is likely to occur, a 
detection signal of value 1 is output. When the detection 
signal of value 1 output from the color detection circuit 28a 
is supplied to the control terminal of a switch 42, the 
switch 42 selects the amount of motion that a motion 
detection circuit 40 outputs; otherwise, that is, in the case 
of a color region such as blue where a false contour is not 
likely to occur, the switch 42 selects no motion amount 
(fixed value, for example, 0), and supplies the selected one 
to a noise elimination spatiotemporal filter 44. 
[0032] Figure 6 is a block diagram showing one example of 
the motion detection circuit 40 shown in Figure 1. In Figure 
6, an edge detection circuit 40a includes 1H delay circuits 
81 and 82, a delay circuit 83, subtraction circuits 84 and 
85, absolute value circuits 86 and 87, maximum value 
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detection circuits 88 and 89, multiplication circuits 90, 92, 
and 93, and an addition circuit 92, which are respectively 
connected as shown in the figure. A motion region detection 
circuit 643 comprises IV delay circuits 121 and 122, 
subtraction circuits 123 and 124, absolute value circuits 125 
and 12 6, and a minimum value detection circuit 127, which are 
respectively connected as shown in the figure. Here, 1H 
indicates one horizontal scan period of the input image 
signal, and IV indicates one vertical scan period of the 
input image signal. 

[0033] In the edge detection circuit 40a, the subtraction 
circuit 84 obtains the difference between the current input 
luminance signal Y and the input luminance signal Y two H's 
back, and the absolute value circuit 86 obtains the absolute 
value of the difference fed from the subtraction circuit 84. 
Of the absolute values obtained by the absolute value circuit 
86, the maximum value detection circuit 88 detects, for 
example, the three largest absolute values and outputs them 
to the multiplication circuit 90. The multiplication circuit 
90 is supplied with a coefficient that determines the 
sensitivity with which to detect a horizontal edge extending 
in a horizontal direction, and the output of the 
multiplication circuit 90 is supplied to the addition circuit 
92. On the other hand, the delay circuit 83 delays the input 
luminance signal Y on a pixel-by-pixel basis (D), and the 
subtraction circuit 85 therefore obtains the difference 
between pixels of the input image signal. The absolute value 
circuit 87 obtains the absolute value of the difference fed 
from the subtraction circuit 85. Of the absolute values 
obtained by the absolute value circuit 87, the maximum value 
detection circuit 89 detects, for example, the three largest 
absolute values and outputs them to the multiplication 
circuit 91. The multiplication circuit 91 is supplied with a 
coefficient that determines the sensitivity with which to 
detect a vertical edge extending in a vertical direction, and 
the output of the multiplication circuit 91 is supplied to 
the addition circuit 92. The output of the addition circuit 



6 



92 is supplied to the multiplication circuit 93 where it is 
multiplied with a coefficient that determines the edge 
sensitivity as a whole. The multiplication circuit 93 thus 
outputs a signal indicating the amount of edge, which is 
supplied to a division circuit 131 to be described later. 
[0034] In the motion region detection circuit 40b, the 
subtraction circuit 123 obtains the difference of the input 
luminance signal Y between two adjacent field periods and 
supplies it to the absolute value circuit 125. The 
subtraction circuit 124 obtains the difference of the input 
luminance signal Y between two adjacent frame periods and 
supplies it to the absolute value circuit 126. Therefore, 
the absolute value circuit 125 obtains the absolute value of 
the difference between the input luminance signal Y in the 
current field period and the input luminance signal Y one 
field period back, and supplies it to the minimum value 
detection circuit 127. On the other hand, the absolute value 
circuit 126 obtains the absolute value of the difference 
between the input luminance signal Y in the current field 
period and the input luminance signal Y two field periods 
back, and supplies it to the minimum value detection circuit 
127. Of the absolute values supplied from the absolute value 
circuits 125 and 126, the minimum value detection circuit 127 
supplies the smallest value as a signal indicating the amount 
of motion to the division circuit 131 described later. When 
non-interlaced scanning is employed, a difference may be 
detected between an odd-numbered field period and the even- 
numbered field period that follows, even when actually there 
is no motion in the image. Therefore, the difference is 
obtained between the input luminance signal Y in the current 
field period and the input luminance signal Y two field 
periods back as well as the difference between the input 
luminance signal Y in the current field period and the input 
luminance signal Y one field period back, and the amount of 
motion is obtained from the smallest value of their absolute 
values . 

[0035] The absolute value of the difference obtained from 



each of the absolute value circuits 125 and 126 is, for 
example, in units of levels/field, and the amount of motion 
obtained from the minimum value circuit 127 is, for example, 
in units of dots/field. Here, the amount of motion is 
expressed as Amount of Motion (dots/field) = {( | difference 
(minimum value) ( levels/field ) | ) } - {| slope ( levels/dot ) | } . 
[0036] The division circuit 131 normalizes the degree of 
motion in the image, i.e., the amount of motion, by dividing 
the amount of motion obtained from the minimum value 
detection circuit 127 by the amount of edge obtained from the 
multiplication circuit 93. The amount of motion normalized 
by the division circuit 131 is supplied to the switch 44. 
The amount of motion selected by the switch 44 is supplied to 
the noise elimination spatiotemporal filter 44 which 
comprises an isolated point eliminating circuit, a temporal 
filter, and a two-dimensional LPF (low-pass filter). The 
isolated point eliminating circuit is provided to eliminate 
isolated image data such as noise. For example, if, in a 
given region within the image, only one pixel is in motion 
while its surrounding pixels do not exhibit any motion, that 
one pixel can be regarded as noise, and in such cases, the 
isolated point is eliminated by the isolated point 
eliminating circuit 132. More specifically, the amount of 
motion of each pixel in each line is compared with a 
threshold value, and any pixel whose amount of motion is 
smaller than the threshold value can be eliminated as an 
isolated point by regarding it as a non-moving pixel. 
[0037] The temporal filter is provided to correct the 
falling of the level of motion-exhibiting pixel data so that 
the level falls mildly along the time axis. For example, 
when a particular pixel within the image, which is in motion, 
stops abruptly, its motion does not appear stopping 
immediately to the human eye because of the persistence of 
human vision, etc. even though that particular pixel has 
stopped when seen in terms of the image data. Therefore, the 
temporal filter corrects the falling of the level of the 
motion-exhibiting pixel data so that the level falls mildly 
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along the time axis, thereby making the image displayed on 
the PDP match the characteristics of human vision, thus 
reducing the unnaturalness of the image* In a specific 
method, the temporal filter obtains the maximum value from 
the amount of motion obtained from the isolated point 
eliminating circuit 132 and the value read out of the memory 
described later, multiplies the maximum value with a 
coefficient smaller than 1, and stores the result in the 
memory. The obtained maximum value is output from the 
temporal filter 133 and fed to the two-dimensional LPF. That 
is, since the amount of motion stored in the memory decreases 
little by little, the amount of motion being output from the 
temporal filter 133 decreases mildly even when the actual 
amount of motion has dropped to zero. 

[0038] The two-dimensional LPF corrects data of one pixel 
based on the data of its surrounding pixels, and thereby 
averages the pixel data within a certain range to prevent 
only one pixel from showing a level extremely different from 
the levels of its surrounding pixels. That is, the two- 
dimensional LPF 134 corrects the amount of motion in two- 
dimensional space. The judging circuit 46 controls the 
operation of the switch 34 by supplying the switch 34 with a 
switching signal that causes the switch 34 to select the main 
path 30 when the amount of motion supplied from the noise 
elimination spatiotemporal filter 44 is not larger than a 
predetermined threshold, but that causes the switch 34 to 
select the sub path 32 when the amount of motion exceeds the 
threshold . 

[0039] Here, colors where false contours become noticeable 
are flesh-tone colors for which the human visual sensitivity 
is high; on the other hand, colors for which the human visual 
sensitivity is low are blue colors. If the image signal of 
the original image itself contains noise, the problem can be 
solved by increasing the sensitivity of the noise elimination 
filter, but this in turn reduces the motion region, resulting 
in an inability to cover the target region where the false 
contour is occurring. To give a specific example, in a scene 
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where a person is moving against the background of a blue 
sky, if the sensitivity is set so as to eliminate noise in 
the background, the motion region of the moving person will 
be reduced, 

[0040] If an RGB computing circuit is used such that the 
signal used for detection becomes maximum for flesh-tone 
colors and minimum for blue colors, the region where the 
false contour is occurring can be identified without much 
increasing the sensitivity of the noise elimination filter. 
For the phenomenon in which, when. there are a flesh-tone 
color portion and a blue color portion that are moving in 
like manner, a false contour is noticeable in the former but 
is not noticeable in the latter, the present invention 
detects the flesh-tone color region and performs motion 
detection only in that region, while outputting a value 
indicating no motion in the blue color region, so that, for 
the blue color region, the path is prevented from being 
switched to the sub path, thus preventing the occurrence of 
noise due to error diffusion. 

[004 1] Figure 7 is a block diagram showing a second 
embodiment of the image processing circuit of the present 
invention. In the figure, the same constituent elements as 
those in Figure 1 are designated by the same reference 
numerals, and the description thereof will not be repeated 
here. In Figure 7, the motion amount output from the motion 
detection circuit 40 is directly supplied to the noise 
elimination spatiotemporal filter 44, and the motion amount 
output from the noise elimination spatiotemporal filter 44 is 
supplied to the switch 42. The switch 42 switches between 
the above motion amount and the no motion amount in 
accordance with the detection signal output from the color 
detection circuit 38, and the motion amount output from the 
switch 42 is supplied to the judging circuit 46. 
[0042] In the first embodiment of Figure 1, since the motion 
amount is passed through the noise elimination spatiotemporal 
filter 44 after being switched by the switch 42, the motion 
amount changes smoothly, and as a result, the pixel regions 
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processed in the sub path 32 are grouped in the form of a 
block; on the other hand, in the second embodiment, since the 
motion amount passed through the noise elimination 
spatiotemporal filter 44 is switched by the switch 42 and 
supplied to the judging circuit 46, the pixels processed in 
the sub path 32 are less likely to be grouped into a block, 
and the switching is strictly performed on a pixel-by-pixel 
basis . 

[0043] Figure 8 is a block diagram showing a third 
embodiment of the image processing circuit of the present 
invention. In the figure, the same constituent elements as 
those in Figure 1 are designated by the same reference 
numerals, and the description thereof will not be repeated 
here. In Figure 8, the motion amount output from the noise 
elimination spatiotemporal filter 44 is supplied to judging 
sections 140 provided one for each of the RGB colors. Each 
judging section 140 comprises a gray scale change detection 
circuit 142, an adder 144, and a judging circuit 146. 
[0044] As shown in Figure 9, the gray scale change detection 
circuit (weight computing means) 142 comprises a conversion 
table 148 which is accessed by using as addresses the output 
gray scale data from the main path 30 and the gray scale data 
of the immediately preceding field stored in a field memory 
146. In the conversion table 148, weights are prewritten as 
shown in Figure 10 in such a manner that, when the gray scale 
data changes over one field period, the weight value becomes 
large if the change is such a change that tends to cause a 
false contour, but the weight value becomes small if the 
change is such a change that does not tend to cause a false 
contour. 

[0045] The weight value output from the gray scale change 
detection circuit 142 is added to the motion amount in the 
adder 14, and the result is supplied to the judging circuit 
146. The judging circuit 146 compares the weighted motion 
amount with a predetermined threshold value and, if it 
exceeds the threshold value, generates a switching signal for 
selecting the sub path 34 and supplies this signal to the 
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switch 34 for switching. Since a false contour tends to 
occur in pixels where the gray scale changes slightly, weight 
values are set by detecting such gray scale changes that tend 
to cause a false contour; accordingly, in the third 
embodiment, the occurrence of a false contour can be 
prevented with higher accuracy. 

[004 6] Figure 11 is a block diagram showing one embodiment 
of a display driving apparatus to which the image processing 
circuit of the present invention is applied. The display 
driving apparatus roughly comprises, in addition to the image 
processing circuit 150, a light emission time control circuit 

151 and a PDP driving circuit 152. The PDP driving circuit 

152 roughly comprises a field memory 153, a memory controller 
154, a scan controller 155, a scan driver 156, and an address 
driver 157. For convenience of illustration, in Figure 10 
the PDP 158 is shown inside the PDP driving circuit 152. 
[0047] The light emission time control circuit 151 is 
supplied with the RGB signals from the image processing 
circuit 150, converts them into data indicating the times and 
the subfields for light emission to achieve desired gray 
scale levels, and supplies the converted data to the PDP 
driving circuit 152. The converted data is written to and 
read from the field memory 153 under the control of the 
memory controller 154. The address driver 157 drives the PDP 
158 based on the data read from the field memory 153. The 
scan controller 155 controls the driving of the PDP 158 by 
controlling the scan driver 156. When the PDP 158 is driven 
by the scan driver 156 and the address driver 157, a wall 
charge is formed on each pixel to be activated for light 
emission in each subfield, and sustain (light emission) 
pulses are generated . 

[0048] 

[Effect of the Invention] As described above, according to 
the invention described in claim 1, there is provided an 
image processing circuit for use in a display driving 
apparatus that expresses luminance by varying light emission 
time length, comprising: a main path which generates, from an 
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input RGB signal with a prescribed number of gray scale 
levels, an RGB signal with a reduced number of gray scale 
levels; a sub path which generates an RGB signal with a 
smaller number of gray scale levels than the main path; a 
switch which outputs the signal generated by the main path or 
the signal generated by the sub path by switching 
therebetween; and a path switching control section which 
detects a motion region whose amount of motion obtained from 
the input RGB signal exceeds a predetermined value, and 
which, in the detected motion region, switches the switch 
from the output of the main path to the output of the sub 
path, and wherein: the path switching control section 
includes a color detecting means for detecting from the input 
RGB signal a color space region where a false contour is 
noticeable because of human visual characteristics, and the 
switching from the output of the main path to the output of 
the sub path is effected when the motion region is detected 
when the color detecting means has detected the color space 
region where the false contour is noticeable. 
[0049] In this way, since the path is switched to the sub 
path only when the motion region is detected in the color 
space region where the false contour is noticeable because of 
the human visual characteristics, switching to the sub path 
does not occur when a motion is detected in a color space 
region where the false contour is not noticeable; this serves 
to prevent noise due to the error diffusion resulting from 
the switching. In the invention described in claim 2, the 
path switching control section of the image processing 
apparatus in the display driving apparatus described in claim 
1 includes an RGB computing means for generating a single 
signal having a high sensitivity to a color where the false 
contour is noticeable because of the human visual 
characteristics, and the motion region is detected by using 
the single signal. 

[0050] In this way, since the motion region is detected by 
generating a single signal having a high sensitivity to a 
color where the false contour is noticeable, the region where 
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the false contour is noticeable can be identified without 
increasing the sensitivity of the noise elimination filter, 
while on the other hand, a region where the false contour is 
not noticeable is not detected; this serves to prevent 
erroneous switching to the sub path due to noise. In the 
invention described in claim 3, the path switching control 
section of the image processing circuit in the display 
driving apparatus described in claim 1 or 2 determines that 
the amount of motion obtained from the input RGB signal is 
valid only when the color detecting means has detected the 
color space region where the false contour is noticeable and, 
after applying noise elimination filtering to the amount of 
motion thus determined as valid, the amount of motion is 
compared with the predetermined value to detect the motion 
region . 

[0051] As a result, the amount of motion changes smoothly, 
the motion regions being grouped in the form of a block, and 
the frequency of switching from the main path to the sub path 
can thus be reduced. In the invention described in claim 4, 
the path switching control section of the image processing 
circuit in the display driving apparatus described in claim 1 
or 2 applies noise elimination filtering to the amount of 
motion obtained from the input RGB signal, determines that 
the amount of motion thus filtered is valid only when the 
color detecting means has detected the color space region 
where the false contour is noticeable, and compares the 
amount of motion thus determined as valid with the 
predetermined value to detect the motion region. 
[0052] As a result, while the amount of motion changes 
smoothly, the switching from the main path to the sub path is 
strictly performed on a pixel-by-pixel basis according to 
whether or not the detected region is the color space region 
where the false contour is noticeable. In the invention 
described in claim 5, the image processing circuit in the 
display driving apparatus described in any one of claims 2 to 
4 includes a weight computing means for obtaining a weight 
value based on a gray scale change from the previous field 
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detected in the output RGB signal of the main path, and the 
path switching control section weights the amount of motion 
with the weight amount, and compares the weighted amount of 
motion with the predetermined value to detect the motion 
region . 

[0053] In this way, based on the gray scale change from the 
previous field detected in the output RGB signal of the main 
path, a large weight value is generated in the case of a 
change that tends to cause a false contour, and the amount of 
motion is weighted with the thus generated weight value; as a 
result, when a change occurs that tends to cause a false 
contour, the change can be easily detected as representing a 
motion region, and the switching to the sub path is effected 
to prevent the occurrence of a false contour in the motion 
region. 
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